
Learning Kit
Active
Look inside for 
engaging ideas.

Have a great active learning idea? 
Submit it online: tiny.cc/active-ideas
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Developed by:

Learning Kit
Active

Description:
These cubes come 
pre-filled with 
questions and can be 
used to help students 
and faculty get to 
know one another.

Uses:
 Get to know you
 enGaGement

Teaching Ideas:
 ✪ Use the cubes at the start of the semester 

to help students get to know one another 
by rolling the dice and answering the 
questions.

 ✪ Use the cubes as writing prompts for a start 
of the semester writing activity.

 ✪ When you break students into groups, use 
the cubes to have them get to know the 
people in their group. 

 ✪ Have students use the cubes to determine 
what questions they are going to ask you, 
their teacher.

 ✪ Use the cubes to start a conversation by 
having a small group roll one cube and 
discuss the question, their answers, and any 
other related topics.

Conversation Cubes
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Developed by:

Learning Kit
Active

Description:
This is fun way to 
help your class get 
to know one another. 
Throw the ball and 
the person who 
catches it answers 
the question where 
their thumb lands.

Uses:
 Get to know you

Get to Know You Ball
Teaching Ideas:

 ✪ Use this ball at the start of the semester as 
an icebreaker for the whole class.

 ✪ When you break students into groups, use 
the ball for an activity where they get to 
know the people in their group. 

 ✪ Have students throw the ball to determine 
what questions they are going to ask you, 
their teacher. 



4

GCC

Developed by:

Learning Kit
Active

Description:
Dry erase boards 
allow students to 
answer questions, 
write out problems, 
and draw things with 
their handheld board.

Uses:
 enGaGement
 assessment

Teaching Ideas:
 ✪ Place students in pairs or threes and play a 

game of jeopardy or test review. Ask them a 
question, give them a minute to discuss, and 
then have them share their answers. 

 ✪ When reviewing whether students 
understand a concept, put questions with 
answers (A, B, C, etc.) up on a powerpoint 
slide. Have students write down and then 
hold up their answers. You can tell at a 
glance how many students are getting the 
concept. 

 ✪ Ask students to write down a question they 
still have on the material covered in class. 
Place all the boards on a table in the center 
of the room and ask students (or groups) 
to select one that they feel like they can 
answer or just grab one randomly. Have the 
person or group answer the question and 
share aloud with the class. 

 ✪ Write a topic on the top of each dry erase 
board. Have students walk around and write 
a word or fact related to the topic on each 
dry erase board.

Dry Erase Boards
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Developed by:

Learning Kit
Active

Description:
This is a large 
spinner often seen at 
promotion booths or 
used for giveaways.
Write items in dry 
erase marker and 
have students or the 
instructor spin.

Uses:
 Get to know you
 enGaGement
 assessment

Large Spinner
Teaching Ideas:

 ✪ During group presentations, put group 
names on the spinner and use it to select 
who goes next.

 ✪ Put topics that you are going to cover in 
class on the spinner and spin to assign 
small groups of students to review a 
particular topic and share aloud with the 
class. 

 ✪ Write questions on the spinner that are 
connected with the lesson for the day 
and use it to review at the end of the class 
session. 

 ✪ Write short activities on the spinner. Have 
students or groups spin to determine which 
activity they will do. For example, share 
three facts about this piece of writing, write 
a thesis statement about a particular topic, 
or give an example of logos. 

 ✪ To review a reading at the start of class, 
write a number of questions about the 
reading on the spinner. Have students or 
groups spin to get a question. Do this for fun 
or count it as quiz or preparation points. 

 ✪ Put get to know you questions on the 
spinner. Have students spin to see what 
question to answer about themselves. 
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Developed by:

Learning Kit
Active

Description:
This set includes 25 
colored dice with 5 of 
each color. 

Uses:
 Get to know you
 enGaGement
 assessment 

Teaching Ideas:
 ✪ Write questions on the board. Write 6 

questions if using 1 die or 12 questions if 
using 2 dice. Number the questions. Have 
students roll the die or dice to determine 
which question they answer. Use as a test 
review or get to know you game. 

 ✪ Number each table and give each student 
at a table a number. The instructor will roll 
one die to determine which table answers 
the question. That table will roll another die 
to determine which student at the table will 
answer. 

 ✪ Create a set of questions around a reading. 
Color them by type of question (character, 
plot, themes, etc.) and number the questions 
on each list. Have students pick a die from 
the bag to determine the color and then roll 
to determine the question. 

 ✪ Use dice to choose the level of difficulty 
in a review. Create questions with varying 
levels of difficulty (1 being the easiest and 
6 being the hardest). Have each student roll 
a die and answer a hard or easy question 
based on their roll. If they get it right, they 
get more points for their team; if they get 
it wrong, they either lose points or simply 
earn no points.

 ✪ Use dice to decide who goes first in 
presentations.

Dice
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Developed by:

Learning Kit
Active

Description:
These are 4 colored 
spinners to be used 
in small groups. Write  
on them with dry 
erase markers.

Uses:
 Get to know you
 orGanization
 enGaGement
 assessment

Small Spinner
Teaching Ideas:

 ✪ In a small group, have each student come up 
with a question and write their question on 
the spinner. Students can spin and answer 
questions. Then have the groups exchange 
spinners, spin, and answer the questions 
from other groups.

 ✪ Write down group roles for an activity or 
project (note-taker, devil's advocate, etc.) 
and have students spin to identify their role. 

 ✪ In small groups, write the names of the 
students on the spinner. Ask questions in 
a review, have students work through a 
problem, or have them complete a group 
project. Throughout the activity use the 
spinner to appoint a new leader, determine 
who will answer a question, or who will be 
in charge of the next step of the project.
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Description:
These are blank 
puzzle pieces that can 
be written on with 
dry erase markers 
for students to show 
relationships and 
connections.

Uses:
 enGaGement
 assessment

Teaching Ideas:
 ✪ Use the puzzle to write or break down a 

thesis.
 ✪ Use the puzzle to show cause and effect.
 ✪ Match ethos, pathos, and logos with an 

example.
 ✪ Use the puzzle to work on parts of a 

sentence.

Blank Puzzle Pieces
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Learning Kit
Active

Description:
Answer buzzers are 
buttons that beep 
when pressed. They 
come in 4 colors.

Uses:
 enGaGement
 assessment

Answer Buzzers
Teaching Ideas:

 ✪ Use the answer buzzers for a review game 
where student groups or individuals on 
teams have to buzz when they have the 
right answer. 

 ✪ When watching a video demonstrating a 
specific topic or behavior, have students 
hit the buzzer when they identify it. For 
example, buzz when a speaker uses ethos. 

 ✪ Put students into groups to discuss a topic, 
solve a problem, or brainstorm ideas. Have 
them use the buzzers to indicate when they 
are finished with their task. 

 ✪ As the instructor, use the buzzer to indicate 
that time is up or that students should swap 
partners or groups.
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Learning Kit
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Description:
There are 25 colored 
ping pong balls in the 
set.

Uses:
 Get to know you
 orGanization
 enGaGement

Teaching Ideas:
 ✪ Have each student take one ping pong ball 

and group students by the color selected. 
 ✪ Assign a type of research (primary sources, 

journals, popular sources, etc.) to each 
color of ping pong ball. For a group project, 
put one of each color ping pong ball in an 
opaque box or bag. Have students reach in 
and select what type of research they will 
need to gather for their group project. 

 ✪ Write peer review questions on the board 
and associate each ping pong ball color with 
a review question. Have students select 2-4 
ping pong balls, review their reading, and 
answer the questions assigned to the color 
of their ping pong balls.

 ✪ Learning new vocabulary? Break students 
into small groups. Assign the following 
tasks to specific colors: Define it, spell it, 
give an antonym, give a synonym, and use 
in a sentence. Say a new word and have 
students pick a ping pong ball to select who 
will define the word, etc.

Ping Pong Balls
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Developed by:

Learning Kit
Active

Description:
Story Cubes are dice 
that have an image 
on each side. They 
can be rolled to help 
students put stories 
together. 

Uses:
 Get to know you
 enGaGement
 assessment

Story Cubes
Teaching Ideas:

 ✪ Have students select one or two story cubes 
and roll them. Ask them to write a cohesive 
story based on the images they roll. 

 ✪ Students select a story cube, choose 
an image, and share something about 
themselves related to the image. 

 ✪ Give student groups equal numbers of 
dice. Each group rolls all their dice once. 
Give them 5 minutes to make as many 
connections as possible between their 
images and course content. Score groups 
based on the quality of their connections.

 ✪ Have students roll dice and create 
sentences with specific grammar forms 
based on the images they roll.

 ✪ Generate story images as a class, but have 
students write on their own. Have a student 
roll an image and share aloud, then give the 
class time to write part of a story about the 
image. Have another student roll the next 
image and share. Have students add to their 
stories based on each new image. Repeat as 
desired. Consider sharing aloud at the end. 

 ✪ Group students and have one student roll a 
die to start the story. The next person rolls, 
continues the story, and then stacks their 
die on the first. Continue to create a tower. 
When the tower collapses, the story is over.
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Developed by:

Learning Kit
Active

Description:
These are packs 
of highlighters. 
There are 25 sets 
of 4 different color 
highlighters.

Uses:
 enGaGement
 assessment

Teaching Ideas:
 ✪ Have students take a piece of writing and 

highlight it for parts of speech, thesis, types 
of research, or appeals. Highlight words or 
sentences to learn how to understand and 
distinguish between different items. 

 ✪ In peer review, use highlighters to identify 
important items like thesis, arguments, or 
even overused words. Give the peer reviewer 
a highlighter and items to highlight, then 
have them provide feedback based on their 
review and the highlights. 

 ✪ Have students review and edit their own 
papers. Ask them to highlight important 
items for your course: main ideas, 
supporting details, types of research, 
appeals, etc. 

 ✪ After using highlighters for peer review 
or self review, have students work in pairs 
or small groups to find solutions and 
suggestions for improving the highlighted 
areas. 

 ✪ Give students a writing sample and present 
them with a question, thesis, or argument. 
Ask them to highlight the information that 
explains or supports what you presented.

Highlighter Sets
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Description:
These are sheet 
protectors that can be 
written on with dry 
erase markers and 
then wiped clean.

Uses:
 enGaGement
 assessment

Sheet Protectors
Teaching Ideas:

 ✪ Have students practice circling and 
underlining types of grammar on pre-typed 
sentences with dry erase markers. Have 
them compare their answers with their 
neighbors. 

 ✪ When using any worksheet, have students 
slip the worksheet in a sheet protector and 
use it as a practice space.

 ✪ Type sentences with no punctuation 
and insert into sheet protectors. Have 
students use dry erase markers to add the 
punctuation.
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Description:
These grouping 
pencils come in a 
set of 36. They are 
grouped by color, 
symbol, and number. 
There are 6 of each 
type of grouping, 
giving you 6 groups 
of 6.

Uses:
 Get to know you
 orGanization
 enGaGement

Teaching Ideas:
 ✪ On the first day of class, have students pick 

a pencil. Ask students to find someone with 
a similar attribute (color, number or symbol) 
and share something specific with them 
(favorite food, major, hobby, etc.). Have them 
find a few people with that attribute. Then 
switch the attribute and the question. For 
example, find people with your same color 
pencil and share with them why you are 
taking this class.

 ✪ Have students select a pencil. Use a 
common attribute to group students (color, 
shape, etc.). 

 ✪ Have students select a pencil. Assign 
students to a home group by one attribute 
like color. Have each home group focus 
on a different reading, topic, or argument. 
After a set amount of time, have students 
leave their groups and find a partner from a 
different attribute group to share informa-
tion, argue a side, or ask a question. For 
example, people with red pencils could 
focus on the motivations of Hamlet, while 
people with green pencils should share the 
motivations of Ophelia. 

 ✪ Assign an action or a role to the 
distinguishing feature (color = role in the 
group; shape = topic or type of research) 
to not only group students, but have them 
come into the group with a role or focus.

Student Grouping Pencils
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Learning Kit
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Description:
QuickDiSC® is a 
card game that helps 
students learn about 
themselves. The 128 
cards are divided 
into 4 color-coded 
groups. Each group 
has 4 sets of 8 words 
that describe D, i, 
S, or C behavioral 
dimensions. Learn 
more: discprofile.com

Uses:
 Get to know you

QuickDiSC® Card Deck
Teaching Ideas:

 ✪ Have students select 6 random cards and decide 
which cards fit them and which don't. Have 
them talk to other students and trade cards to 
end up with 6 cards that explain them well. Have 
students share 3 cards that most represent them 
with the whole class, their table, or in pairs. As 
a class or in groups based on the color that most 
represents them, discuss how these traits could 
help or hinder how students successfully work 
together.

 ✪ Group students. Give each group a few piles of 
cards. Have group members take turns selecting 
a card and placing it in front of the person they 
think best matches the card's characteristic. 
Ask recipients not to respond when given a card. 
When all cards are distributed, allow a short time 
for students to discuss how well theirs match or 
don't match self-perceptions and perceptions of 
others in the group.

 ✪ Give each student 6 cards. Have students select 
one card that represents something they can 
contribute to the class, team, or project. Ask 
them to discuss the trait and give an example of 
a time this trait was helpful.

 ✪ Group students. Provide each group a set of 
cards. Have each member find three cards that 
best reflect them. Have everyone place their top 
three cards face-up in the center of their table. 
Ask the group to discuss these questions: Does 
one color dominate? What do the cards reflect 
about your team’s strengths and weaknesses?
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Description:
These are large blocks 
that can be written 
on with dry erase 
markers. They can 
be used as individ-
uals, groups, and as a 
whole class.

Uses:
 Get to know you
 enGaGement
 assessment

Dry Erase Blocks
Teaching Ideas:

 ✪ Write the names of your students on each 
side of the block. Roll the block to identify 
who will answer the next question.

 ✪ When starting a new unit, put a new topic 
that will be covered on each side of the 
block. Roll it and have students share what 
they know about that topic. 

 ✪ Write a different question on each side of 
the block and use the blocks as discussion 
starters for a class discussion.

 ✪ Put students in groups and give each group 
a block with the same questions written 
on it. Have each group roll the block and 
discuss the question. To ask more questions, 
write different questions on the blocks and 
have groups exchange their blocks.

 ✪ For a test review, write review questions 
on the blocks. Put students into groups 
and, as a test review, have each group roll 
to determine what question they have to 
answer as a team. 

 ✪ Put topics on the blocks and have students 
roll to select a topic. Ask them to come up 
with facts, ideas, or concepts they have 
learned around that topic. This can be an 
informal content review or a more formal 
test review.


